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In the pastfew years,DNA testinghasbegunto contritute to our understandinglt is currently
emeging moreclearlywhichsurnamegaremulti-origin, originatingwith mary differentforefathers,
andwhich descendrom a single male ancestar For example,in 2000, Bryan Sykes publisheda
pioneeringstudythathadDNA testedseveralvolunteerswith hisown surnamelt hadbeenbelieved
to beatopographicahame:theword sylesis oftenusedin Yorkshireto describestreamssprings,
andboundaryditches.However, somearenow arguing' thatSykeswould betterbealocative name,
from a singleplace;for it hassingle-ancestoorigins. Someentriesin SurnameDictionariesneed
reconsidering.

As a casestudy | shall describethe applicationof modern,multi-disciplinarymethodsto the
surnaméPlant,whichhasbeenascribeddifferentmeaningeachtime anauthorityhaswrittenabout
it. Therecentemegenceof a differentview aboutthis names originshaspromptedareassessment
of its meaning.

A notablework is A Dictionary of British Surnamegy PH. Reang? who listed mary of the
earliestformsof by-names He complainedhatthe earlierwork of ErnestWeeklyrarely gave the
etymologiesof proposedmeaningsthoughnow, in his turn, Reang is beingcriticized for early
by-namemeaningsvhich may not connecthroughto the hereditarysurname®f the modernera.
More emphasisgs now beingplacedon the geographicatlistribution of eachdevelopingsurnamé;
this mightidentify alocality for its origins.

Whendiscussinghedistinctive surnamesf Stafordshire,in 1998 ,David Hey* presentedome
namedistribution data,whichindicatedthatPlantwasa multi-origin surnameAn indicationof this
andsomeotherdatais shavn in Figurel: for (a) pre-1700;and,for (b) 1842-46.Reachingback
earlier thelargestclustercanbetracedbackto eastCheshireandnorthStafordshirein latemedieval
times. TherewasalsoanearlyLincolnshirecluster(Figure1(a)),which canbedatedbackto 1344;
andthis wasjustacrosghe Washfrom medieval evidencefor the Plantnamein northNorfolk.

In thepastthreeyears DNA evidencehasindicatedthatPlantis asingle-imily name despitéts
beingwidespreadndproli ¢ 6. FourteeradultmalePlantswho have diversegenealogie§Tablel),
have agreedo be DNA testedandninehave matchedexactly or nearly Whenhalf or moreof those
with a singlesurnamenatch the nameis saidto be ‘modal’ or “single-ancestorthatis to saytheir
malelinesconvemge backto asinglemaleancestoin atimescalef thepastseveralhundredyears.It
is not expectedthateveryonewith a single-ancestosurnamewill match,exactly or nearly because
it canbe expectedthattherewill have beenfalse-paternitygvents,suchasin delities or adoptions,

1C. Pomery DNA and Family History, (Richmond Surrey, 2004),p. 45.

2PH. Reang, A Dictionary of British Surnames(London,1958),alsothird edition(LondonandNew York, 1991).

3D.G. Hey, Family Namesand Family History, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 19.

“ThenineteenttEarl lecture deliveredat KeeleUniversity 6 November1997;publishedasD.G. Hey, Stafordshire
Studies10(1998),1-28(p. 14).

SpatentRolls 1344May 2. WestminsterLicensefor thealienationin mortmainto theprior andcorventof Bolyngton
[...] by Johnsonof Alan Plantof Burgh, of amessuage the sametown [Burgh by Wayn eet].

®Thereareanestimatedwelve thousandPlantsliving in EnglandandWales wherePlantis the 61 7thmostcommon
surnameandthereareafurther vethousandn theUSA.



(b)

Figurel: Distribution of the Plantsurnamefa) in pre-1700iGI recordsand,(b) in deathregistra-
tion recorddfor 1842-46.ThelGl datais takenfrom the 1984versionof InternationalGenealogical
Index andthe deathsdatais taken from D.G. Hey, StafordshireStudies,10 (1998),1-28 (p. 14).
The countyboundariesrethoseof 1881andthey aresubjectto copyright asdescribedn the Ac-
knowledgements.

down the centuries. The DNA evidenceindicatesthat Plant hasrelatively few mismatchesand
soit canbe taken to be a single-ancestoname- this hasimplicationsfor its origins and early
rami cation.

Thoughthe situationbeforethe mid-fourteenthcenturyremainslesscertain, the Plantfamily
in its main homelandcannow be takento track back,fairly straight-forvardly, broadlyarounda
singlelocality, to the later fourteenthcenturyin eastCheshire. In eastCheshire,Honde Plonte
wasa residentof Lyme’, which adjoinedthe nev de Warenneseatof Poynton; and, by 1383-84,
RanulphPlon waspayingrentfor a parcelof land,formerly belongingto JohnWalshe at Rainav
in Maccles eld manorjust to the south. His sonJohnPlontsnrhadsonsWilliam PlontandJohn
Plontjnr —it mayhave beenthelatterwho appearssJohnPlantjunior in a1445list of ninety-eight
Knights,GentlemerandFreeholderin Maccles eldhundred. Evenby thelatefourteentrcentury
the Plantnamehadspreado the northernmostip of Stafordshiré? to thesouth.

Earlier, thereis evidencefor Plantandsimilar nameghat datesbackto the thirteenthcentury
with severalconnectionso diversedeWarenndands(AppendixA). It now seemdikely, thoughnot
proven, thatthis wasa widespreadhirteenth-centuryamily which suppliedthe geneticmale-line
ancestor®f the modern,singlefamily of Plants. Thereis explicit evidencethatthe Plontename
washereditaryby 1329: thereis referencdo "RobertPlonte,sonof Walter Plonte'in Batht!. The
Plantnamehadevidently arrived at de WarenndandsnearBathin Somersetvith a RobertPlonte,
by ¢.1280,from de WarenndandsnearLewesin Sussg. This suggestshat, from asearlyasthis,

"A.M. Tonkinson,Maccles eldin the later 14th Century: Communitieof Town and Forest (Manchester1999),
pp. 73-74;in RemainsHistoricalandLiterary Connectedvith the PalatineCountiesof LancasteandChesterVol XLII
- Third Series.

8PRO SC11/989.

°J.PEarvaker, EastCheshie: Pastand Present;or A History of the hundeed of Maccles eldin the CountyPalatine
of Chester(London,1877),Vol |, p. 17.

10W.K. Plant, Rootsand Brandhes: the Of cial Journal of the Plant Family History Group 2 (Chelford, Cheshire,
1991),p. 7. Also, E. Tooth, TheDistinctiveSurname®f North Stafordshir, (Leek, Stafordshire,2002)Vol Il, Occupa-
tions, TradesPositionandRank,p. 182.

"AncientDeedsbelongingto the Corporatiorof Bath: 1329grantref. BC 151/2/46.



Distance Markers Location Earliestknovn male-lineancestor
(a)
0 25 Livingston,USA JohnPlant,b c.1646Englandd 1691Brandford,Ct, USA
0 25 Humberside BenjaminPlant,bap1782,0f Hartshill, NE Derbyshire
0 12 Houma,LA, USA JamedPlant,b c.1839Ireland,movedto New York city
0 10 London William Plantof Market Harboroughl eicestershires.1720
0 10 Northants JosephPlant,b c.1794AshtonUnderLyne,Lancashire
1 38 Shefeld William Plantof Shefeld, b 1803
1 26 USA William Plantt,b c.1655livedin VA
1 10 London William Plantof Market Harborough| eicestershireg.1720
2 26 Cheshire Edward Plantof Siddington,Cheshirec.1565
(b)
5 25 Norwich JoseptPlant,sonb 1839Lich eld, Stafs
9 25 Manchester MarthaPlantof Leek, Stafs, spinstersonb 1852
10 25 Ohio, USA GeogePlant,b 1819Staford
10 10 London testeehas different surname,but ?JamesPlant b 1806 Cheadle,
Stafs.
12 25 Brough,Yorks late 19thcenturyHull, Yorks

Tablel: DNA resultsfor Plant: (a) matchesand,(b) mismatches(Distancerepresentthe genetic
distancdrom the PlantModal Haplotype with atwo-stepmutationcountingastwo. Markersis the
numberof Y-STRmarlersmeasured.)

scattereavidencefor the Plantnamemight represené single,ramifying family.

This outlinesthe evidencefor the names origins: for the modern,singlefamily of Plants,the
nameis single-ancestorAided by this andother ndings, | shallreview opinionsfor the meaning
of Plant.

Diverseopinionshave beenpublishedfor the Plantnames meaning. In his A Dictionary of
Family Namesof the UnitedKingdom M.A. Lower*? wrotein 1860:

A family in humblecircumstancesat Ketteringbearthe ancientroyal namePlantagenet,
thoughnow it is commonlycorruptedo Plant.

Of course the controrersydid not stopthere. SuchclaimsasLower's werecriticizedin 1873by
Revd C.W. Bardslg'® who regrettedthat Englishsurname$ave beenmadethe subjectof endless
guessings'In 1916,ErnestWeekly*4 suggestedhe meaning from the plantation' (topographical)
for dela Plaunt;andheopinedthat Plantwasa nicknamewith varioussenses:sprig'; or, “cudgel’;
or, "'youngoffspring'. In 1958,PH. Reang setasidetheseconjecturesandproposedhe different
meaning gardener';and,this opinionhasbeencarriedthroughto the third edition,in 1991, 0f his
Dictionary*®. In 1988, Patrick HanksandFlavia Hodge4® adheredo Reang's opinionthat Plant
is a ‘metorymic occupationahamefor agardeneraddingthatit was perhapslsoa nicknamefor
atenderor delicateindividual'.

Someprovisosneedto be addedto Lower's Plantagenetlaim. Eventually Y-DNA evidence
from the skeletalremainsof the Plantagenetsight disprove a male-linerelationshipbetweerthem
andthePlants;in themeantimeanoteof cautionis neededTheearlyevidencefor the Plantagenet
nameis lesscomprehense thanmary peopleimagine.Geofrey, countof Anjou, is recordedvith
the namé’ Plante Genestoy Wace(1135-74%8 or Plantgenestby Jeande Marmoutier(c.1170-

12M.A. Lower, A Dictionary of Family Namef the United Kingdom (LondonandLewes,1860).

BRevd C.W. Bardsley, EnglishSurnamesTheir SoucesandSigni cations(London,1873)citedby D.G. Hey, Family
Namesand Family History, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 12.

1E. WeeklySurnames(1916),p. 185.

5P H. Reang (1991)A Dictionary of EnglishSurnamesthird editionwith correctionsandadditionsby R.M. Wilson
(LondonandNew York, 1991).

8P, HanksandF. Hodges A Dictionary of Surnames(Oxford andNew York, 1988).

"TheCompletePeerage or a History of the Houseof Lordsandall its membes fromthe EarliestTimes vol XI, edited
by G.H. White, (London,1949),AppendicesAppendixG, pps.140-41,note(e).

18\ace,Romande Roy editedby Andresenyol i, p 437,1l. 103000-022and10305.
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75)1°. Thereis alsoreferenceo anunknavn Galfrido Plauntejenetin the CloseRolls (1266). It
is not until 1448, however, that the royal Houseof York were using Plantageneas a hereditary
surnamé®.

Thereis insufcient evidenceto sustainfully Lower's contentionthat Plantis a corruptionof
Plantagenetl shallreturnto a wealer versionof this claim, but only asanillustration of a wider
theme:therecould have beena contrikution to the Planthames meaningfrom a sensehatcanbe
ascribedo PlanteGenest.

Moving on to morerecentopinions,| shall ague, in particular that the “offspring' meaning
of Plantshouldnot beignored. PH. Reang ignoredthis suggestiorof Weekly's, eventhoughhe
recognisedimilarmeaningor othersurnamessuchasChild. Weeklyopinedthat youngoffspring'
was a hickname. However, the “offspring' meaningcan insteadbe assignedo the “surnameof
relationship'cateyory, ashasbeenadoptedor suchnamesasChild, VaughanandYoungef!. The
Oxford EnglishDictionary(OED)liststhearchaianeaning youngperson‘for theword plant??, and
thiscanbeexplainedasarisingfrom ametaphoricagroundingof “offspring' onthe Old Englishand
AncientFrenchmeaning offshoot' of plante this groundingis aninstanceof thetimeless People
arePlants'metapho?®, involving the GreatChainof Being. “Youngperson',or “offspring', is the
only OED de nition that ts the Plantnamedirectly.

It is strangethatReang omittedthis opinion, offspring’, for hecriticizedC. L'EstrangeEwer?*
with "Worstof all, herejectssoundetymologiesvhich do not t his preconceied theories'. Why
did Reang lay himselfopento his own criticism? Thoughnow overturnedby the DNA evidence,
thereareat leasttwo possibleexplanations.First, Reang may have believed thatan occupational
meaning gardenerfor Plant,ratherthan offspring’, wasmorein keepingwith awidespreaanulti-
origin name. However, Plantis not multi-origin as had beenthought, so this reasoningcan be
setaside. Alternatively, he may have beenmindful of counteringLower's claim. He introduced
an agumentwhich selectedPlantebenand Planterosensteadof Plantagenetand,in his zealto
dismissLower's claim,washeoverreactingoy dismissing offspring' also,sinceit mightbeusedo
bolsteran exaggeratedPlantagenetlaim? If so,this reactionis now inappropriatesincethe DNA
evidenceindicatesthat the Plantsare de facto offspring of a single ancestor;ary PlanteGenest
claim now hingeson the prospectgor obtainingadequaté’-DNA from Plantagenetemains.The
DNA evidencethat Plantis a single-amily namestrengthenshe casefor “offspring' ascompared
to ‘gardener'.

As Reang's “gardener'opinionis now being challengedit is appropriateto raisea further
question Wasit politenesshatcausedReang to omit thethirteenth-centurpy-namePlantefolié®
while usingPlantebenand Planteroseskey planksin his arguing for a "gardenermeaningfor
Plant? Omitting Plantefolieaffectsthe deliberations.A literal meaningof the thirteenthcentury
Englishby-namePlantefolieis "wickednesshoot',which might eitherbeametorym (synecdoche)
for a ‘malegeneratoof bastardsbr, with the offshootsenseit mightmeanmetaphoricallya "bas-
tard child'. We cancomparethe metorymic senseto wit a ‘male generatorof offspring’, with
othernamessuchas Toplady Tiplady, Toplass,Topliss,Shalelady Fullielove, Paramore Sweet-
love, Spendleoe, Lemon (‘lover',"sweetheart') Blandamer(from Pleyn d'amour, cf. Fullielove),
andperhapsalsofor examplePullrose,Breakspearand Whitehorn,not to mentionmary obscene
by-name&’.

193. deMarmoutier Preficeto GenstConsulumAndgavorum(ChroniquesdesComtesd'Anjou), p 170.

2The CompletePeeiage of England,Scotland Ireland, Great Britain, and the United Kingdom; Extant, Extinct, or
Dormant vol |, editedby V. Gibbs,(London,1910),p. 183,note(c).

ZIR.A. McKinley, A History of British Surnames(LondonandNew York, 1990),pp. 170-75.

220ED, plant, ,senses$.1l.aandc.

2G. Lakoff andM. Turner BeyondCoolReasona eld guideto poeticmetaphoy (ChicagoandLondon,1989),pp.6,
and12-14.

24C H.L'EstrangeEwen,A Historyof SurnamesftheBritish Isles(1931)andGuideto theOrigins of British Surnames
(1938),citedby D.G. Hey, Family Namesand Family History, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 13.

251 209PlantefolieGilbert, Leic', CuriaRayis; 1226 PlantefolieJohn,SomersetCuriaRegis; 1263PlantefolieMaud,
Weston',CloseRolls; 1270PlantefolieAdam, Welle Fanerval' (co. York), CloseRolls.

28R .A. McKinley, A History of British surnames(LondonandNew York, 1990),pp. 158-59.



Thoughthe early namesPlantebenePlanteroseandle Planteurhave beenusedto proposea
gardenemeaningfor Plant,they may also, like Plantefolie be takento be namesof philandering
or be corvertedto an offshoot' sense.ThethirteenthcenturyEnglishnamePlantefolieshouldbe
consideredtleastequallywith Plantebenérare)andPlanteros¢mainly Frenci’). We thenhave,
morethangardening:

Plantefolie: “wickednesshoot'or “planterof wickednessbr “bastardffspring’;
Plantebene: “hallowvedshoot' or “planterof seed'or “pleasanbffspring’; and,

Planterose: “risenshoot'or cf. Pullroseor “grown or courtly child'.

A “generatorof offspring' sensemay have beensalientfor le Planteuf®, though senseas "the
founder?® canbe substitutedor “thebegetter'.

As well as Plantefolie,Plantebeneand Planterosejt seemsrelevant to considera possible
culturalin uence from the namePlanteGenest.Thoughevidenceis lackingfor theearlyuseof the
Plantagenehamein theroyal line, which descendethoughPlanteGeness son,Henry I, early
Plant-like namescan be associatedvith a cadetline, which descendedhrough Geofrey Plante
Geness illegitimateson,Hamelin. It wasHamelinwho fatheredhe subsequentde Warenndine;
and,sincethe Planthameis foundin proximity to thatline (AppendixA), therecould have been
someculturalin uence from the PlanteGenesiickname.PlanteGenesthadbeenthe founderof
the Angevin Empire, which includedEnglandby marriage. The sprig of broom meaningof his
nicknameis an instanceof a hairy shoot: earlier the ninth-centuryfounderof a nev Duchy of
AquitainehadbeenBernardPlanteelue (or PlantaPilus), which means hairy shoot'. Giventhe
“Creationis Birth' metaphot®, the PlanteGenesemblemis aptfor a generatoof arealn?®: there
wasa senseof the Lord's plantedcreationfor this name. The Pearlpoetof the laterfourteenth-
centuryde WarenneandPlanthomelandwrote of God's creationwith: “thatwyz thatal theworlde
planted®?.

A themecanbe associatedvith Plant-like names:the role of manandGodin generatiorand
creation.For a surnamethe generatiorof childrenis pertinent. The thirteenthcenturyscholastics
taughtthata mans offspringwasonly vegetableandanimaluntil it recevedanintellective compo-
nentof soulfrom GodP3. Thereis particularreferencén Middle andearlyEnglishtextsto receving
theLord's plantedvertué* to grow straight®; and,for this, onepetitionedthe Lord.

Thisthemeis apparentn somevariantspellings:therewasa senseof generatiorfor the name
Plente;and, for Plaint, therewas a senseof an appealto the Lord. The spelling, Plente,occurs
asearlyas1219°, with William Plentein Kent, and RadulphusPlentehaving responsibilitiesor
reparationgo theroyal palaceandfor the burbhoteof Oxford. As well asbeingrecognisedn the

2"ThenamePlanterosewhichis foundmostlyin Francemaybeassociatesvith theearlythirteenthcenturypoemthe
Romandela Rosewhoserosehasbeenillustratedobscenelyaswell aswith courtly connotationsS. Huot, TheRomance
of theRoseandits medieal reades: interpretation,receptionmanuscriptransmissiorfCambridge 1993),p. 292.

ZNameshasedn arableoccupationsvererare,seeminglybecaussuchtradesveretoo commonto sene asameans
of distinguishingonenamefrom another R.A. McKinley, A History of British Surnameg(LondonandNew York, 1990),
p.133.

20ED, plant,v, sense.a.

30G. Lakoff andM. JohnsonMetaphos welive by, (ChicagoandLondon,1980),pp. 74-75.

%1 wyl spele of the people& realme/that | mayedi e it/ andthat | mayplantit. Erasmusd 1536, De immensa
dei misericodia: A sermonof excedyng great mercy of god, madeby ye mostefamousdoctour maisterEras. Rot.
Translatedout of Latine into Englisshe at the requestof the mostehonomble and vertuouslady, the lady Margaret
countesef Salishury, (London,1526),(BodleianLibrary, STC2nd.ed.,10474.5).

32patienceline 111. Text in, for example, Thepoemf the Pearl manuscript:Pearl, CleannessRatience Sir Gawain
andthe GreenKnight, editedby M. Andrew andR. Waldron,(London,1978),p. 190, in York Medieval Texts, second
series.

333.J.McEwvoy, ThePhilosophyof RobertGrossetestgOxford, 1982),p. 314.

3MED, plaunteny, sense2(c).

3...] plantin children conuenableand goodaduertisementeand precepteswherbythe yonng spryngof vertuous
manes shall grow streyghte Extractfrom Theeducationor bringinge vp of chidren, translatedouteof Plutarche by syr
ThomasEliot knyght14907?-1546(London,1532),(British Library, STC2nded.,20057).

363 Henrylll PipeRolls.



Middle EnglishDictionary (MED) asa variantspellingof plante plentehasmeaninggenerosity
akundant,or fertility. Puttingthesetogethemwith thethreepoversof mans vegetablesouf’, gives
nutritive generosityabundantgrowth, andfertile generation.Anotherspellingis Plaint. As well
asa lamentto God, a plaint canmeana petition. In the 1394 Calendarof Inquisitions,thereis
referenceo JohnPlaint,aged60 yearsor more,asthe principalwitnessat Lincoln to the proof of

ageof asonof Johnof Gaunts mistresCatherineSwynfordformerly Roet.

For PlantefolieandPlantebenehereis a dichotomybetweemlantingwickedlove or halloved
seedwith two kinds of love: carnal;and,divine. Love for the Lord waslike the “planteof pee§
accordingto William Langlandandthis could have varioussenseslongsidehoseof the “planting
of seedsbrthe youngvineof peas'.In somemanuscript®f Langlandstext, thespellingis plente®®
suggestinghe “plenty of peace';or planetesuggestinghe “planetof peace'(Mercury)which can
representlesu®’, asdoesthe vine®%; or playnf! suggestinghe “ascensiorof prayerthroughthe
vine'. Langlands texts placelove besideghe fecundityof peas;or Jesusasthe prophesiegrince
of peacé?; or acourtly equivalent?, a scionof peace:

Loue s the louestthing that oure Lord askith, and ek the planteof pes[Langland,A-text*4,
€.1362]

For truthetelleththatloueis triacle of heuen:[...] And ek the planteof peesmostpreciousof
vertuegLangland B-text*%]

Loveis plonteof peesmostpreciousof vertuegLangland,C-text*€]

The following examplessene to illustrate that the word plant was associatedvith a human
plantingof gentlenessr anoffshootof vice*’:

If gentillnessvereplantednaturellyVnto acerte/n lynagedounthelyne(...] They mightdono
villeyneor vice [Chaucef?, ¢.1395]

if thai wereblyndedwith re of fraward lufe, the whilk wastieburionyng of vertue,& nor
ryschegheplantesof all vyce[Misyn*?, ¢.1434].

Thegrowth of suchplantingswasassociateavith humanoffspring:

vertuousdoctryneln hersodyd watera pureperfyteplante,Which dayly encreasetly suffer-

37C. McKeon, A Studyof the SummaPhilosophaeof the Pseudo-Gosseteste(New York, 1948), p. 151; also,
J.J.McEwvoy, ThePhilosophyof RobertGrossetestgOxford, 1982),pp.291-5,and314.

%8In variousmanuscriptsaslisted by G. Kane,Piers Plowman |, the A version (London,1960),p. 199; suchasthe
Trinity College Dublin ManuscriptD.4.12.

3 Thisis discussedh G. Kane,Piers Plowman |, the A version, (London,1960),p. 155.

400ED, vine, n, sense?.a.

“ManuscriptEnglishPoetrya.1BodleianLibrary (S.C.3938-42}he "VernonManuscript';aslistedby G. Kane,Piers
Plowman |, the A version (London,1960),p. 199.

*|5iah9:6.

“SR.W. SouthernRobertGrossetesteThe growth of an Englishmindin medieval Europe SecondEdition (Oxford,
1992),pp. 225-26.

AN Langland Piers Plowman in A-text version,Passud, Il. 136-37,aslistedby G. Kane,Piers Plowman |, the A
version (London,1960),p. 199.

45w, LanglandB-text, Passus, Il. 148,152jn G. KaneandE.T. DonaldsonPiers Plowman I, theB version, (London,
1975),p 250.

“8|n theC-text versionof Piers Plowman Passusl, |. 149;in theHuntingdormanuscriptM 143, aslistedby E. Salter
andD. PearsallPiers Plowman (London,1967),p. 73.

#"In the Lincoln CarmelliteRichardMisyn's 1434translationof RichardRolle's Fire of Love (c.1320),he describes
carnallove with norysdestheplantesof all vyce

48G. ChaucerTheWife of Bath's PrologueandTale, Manly-Rickert 3, 234-67,270-83,1134.

4R, Misyn, TheFire of Love editedby Rev. R. Harwey, in Early EnglishText SocietyOriginal Series, 106, (London,
1896),p. 5, 1l. 2-3.



auncedevyne,Merveylouslygrowyngein herfressheandvarnaun{Henry Bradshav, d 15139

GreteGod ws grauntthat we have long desirit, A plauntto springof thi successioufDun-
bar?, 1500-20]

his Grandchildof Sir JohnSarage],thenayoungPlantandnewly sentto thelnnesof Court,to
be trainedup answerablyto his Birth andDignity [...] ThathopefulPlant,thatis the apparent
Heir of all his glory andthis greatDiscent[Mr William Webb's 1621accountof the Hundred
of Maccles eld?]

With the phrase Heir of all his glory andthis greatDiscent'’, the last of thesetexts seemingly
refersto the inheritanceof soul implantationsfrom both God and man. This text, for the main
Planthomeland,is in keepingwith the plurality of an interpretationof the earlier EastAnglian
namesPlaunteg1275)anddePlanteg1282)(AppendixA). Giventhecontet of thirteenthcentury
scholasticismde Plantescanbe interpretedas from God andmans plantings'. Thougha tender
youngplant might be associatedvith frailty, a plantingof the Lord's vertuebroughtstrengthto a
youngoffspringof man.

Thereis alsothenamedela Plaunt.Thisnameseemselevantin asmuchasit appearamongst
someRouenmerchantsn 1273: oneis calledPlaun®® andtwo arecalleddela Plaun®*. Though
Weekly's suggestedensas “from theplantation',analternatve etymologycanbeoutlinedfor dela
Plaunt.Generatiorlies nearthe prototypicalheart® of theearlyword plante the Latin meaningof
plantais a shootfor propagation'andthereis referencén earlyEnglishbooksto anoffshootbeing
like a child®® andto the plantingof childrenin marriag€’. In thirteenth-centurgcholasticismthe
generatie wasjoined, in thesoul,with the directcreatiort® by Godof theintellective. Generation,
with God's husbandryseemscentralto the meaningof Plant-like names. Suchsenseas from
God's vine' is possiblefor de la Plaunt,asthe Bible representsnenasplantsin God's vineyard
(Isiah5:7), or asthe branche®f Jesusasthevine (John15:1-5).In medieval times,therewasalso
a groundingon man' vegetablesoul with its powers of nutrition, augmentationand generation:
contemporarydepictionsof so-calledGreenMan heads® shaw a plant or vines or tree foliage
issuingforth from theori ces of aman's head,andthis canbe consideredo represenhis vegetable
soul, carryingaugmentatie andgeneratie powers,within him andbeyond. Takingthe family tree
or vine metapharor takingmetorymy implying a manwith a vegetablesoulor a generaiie shoot,
the sensebecomesfrom the (tre€® or vine) shoot' for dela Plaunt(rare)which is essentiallythe
samemeaning, offshoot/ofspring’, asseemdikely for Plant.

Thoughsimilarmeanings foundin archaicEnglish,it is particularlyin Walesthatplantliterally

50H. Bradshav, Book |, WhenPhetushadronnehis cours in sagittari, Il. 603-06,from TheLife of SaintWerkurge of
Chesterin Early EnglishText Society original series38, (London,1887),p. 29.

*IDunbar Poems(ScottishText Society 1893),Ixxxvii, 30.

%2This text appearsnorefully in J.P Earnaker, EastCheshie: Pastand Present (London,1877),Vol I, pp. 9-14,
esp.p. 10.

%3Geofrey Plaunt.PatentRolls, June2, 1273, Westminster

54Johndela PlauntandRicharddela Plaunt.PatentRolls, May 30,1273,StPaul's London.

%D.A. Cruse Meaningin Language: anintroductionto Semanticand Pragmatics (Oxford, 2000),pp. 135-36.

%8nature hathprouidedthatin our chyldern[...] wemayberenaved]...] nature[...] malethonethynge to yssueout of
an other (lyke asa yongplantewhicheis cut of, fromyetreespringeth freshlyvp. Extractfrom Erasmusd 1536,A right
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meanschildren'andplantameansto begetchildren®l. We mightconsidethatthehereditaryPlant
surnameoriginatedindependenthyin its principal homeland,nearthe Welsh borders. However,
thereis alsothe consideratiorthat the surnamemay have arrived in its main homelandwith the
de Warennesn the mid-fourteenthcenturyfrom a widespready-nameor surnameormationfor
this singlePlantfamily, in placesasfar avay asNorfolk from Wales(AppendixA). Thepossibility
of a Welsh “children’ reinforcemento the “offshoot' meaningof Plantecanthenbe guidedby a
reported nding thatdistancefrom Walesis not the solefactorin explainingthe choicesmadeby
Welshmigrantsinto England?. Evenin thefourteenthcenturyPoll Tax returnsfor far away Esse,
wherethespellingPlauntewas rst recordedn 12623, thereareseveralnameslerivedfrom Wales:

ve Walleys, two Walshs,oneWelsche oneWalschmanpneWales,two Gryf ns, andoneEwen,
aswell assereral peoplewhosenamehadbeenderived from Gough. To this, it canbe addedthat
the nameWilliam Plente(1272-84)coexistedwith William Plaunteg1275)in Norfolk, thoughit
is not clearhow directly the Plantsurnameelatedbackto the 1219spellingPlenteandto a Welsh
in uence from the 1225marriageof William de Warenneto Maud Marshallof Pembrok. If we
considera Welshin uence, aswell asan in uence from the spelling Plente,it would seemthat
a fertile' senseo plenteanda “children' senseto plant could have emboldenedi metaphorical
mappingof the “offshoot' sensdor plante up the GreatChainof Being,to give “offspring' for the
surname.

The probability that “offspring’ wasthe mostsalientmeaningof the Plantnameis increased,
it would seem,by the fact that my searcheseveal that, aswell asa Welshin uence, the Child
by-nameor surnameoccursin proximity to early evidencefor the Plantname(AppendicesB and
C). Giventhattherewerethosewho understoodhatplant translatedo "children' andthe surname
Child existedlocally, it seemgeasonabléo supposéhatthe meaningof Plantwas offshoot' (asin
Old EnglishandFrench)implying “offspring' (asin Welsh). This doesnot revealwhoseoffspring.
Theplantedvertuesof the Lord hadnurtureda spreadingine of “offspring’ from a “sprig' of man's
generationThe foundingfatherof the Plantoffspring apparenthylived earlyandhis identity is not
known: the namewasramifying in the thirteenthcentury aroundde Warenneands,and Plantis
known to have beenhereditaryby the fourteenthcentury Sincethen,the surnamehasremained
widespreadwith a developingdistribution; but, the DNA resultsshav thatevenawidespreashame
canbelongto asinglefamily. Themeaning offspring' is aptfor the offspring of this single-amily.
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APPENDICES

A Early evidencefor Plant in associationwith de Warennelands

In 1164,Geofrey PlanteGenessillegitimateson,Hamelin,marriedisabelde Warenneandthereby
acquiredhetitle of the earldomof Surrgy. Their sonandheir, William de WarennemarriedMaud
(Matilda) Marshallof Pembrolk in 1225who wasthe widow of Hughle Bigod, earl of Norfolk,
whosesonand heir hada butler and serjentwho is called RogerPlanteng'or Plantynor Plantin
in Norfolk records(1254-68§*. Early spellingsof the Plantnameoccur nearby: Plente(1272-
84> and Plauntes(1275%° in Norfolk; Plantein Cambridgeshiré1279¥": and, de Plantesin
Huntingdonshirg¢128258,

ThePlanthames foundneardeWarenndandsin Sussg, SomersemorthWales northNorfolk,
andeastCheshire.In ¢.1280, RobertPlonteof Saltforde,oncebailif of Marsfelde'is mentioned
in recordsfor Battf®: Mares eld adjoinsthe de Warennehonourof Lewesin Sussg, and Saltford
adjoinsthe de Warennamanorof Charltonin Somersetin the late-thirteenth-centy WelshWars,
William's sonandheir, Johnde Warenne was assignedesponsibilityfor the commissariatand,
in 1301, RichardPlantwasgranteda licenseto dig coalat Ewelo€®, nearthe de Warenndand of
Brom eld andYale nearChester The lastde Warenneearldiedin 1347 without legitimate heirs,
and his illegitimate son, Sir Edward de Warren, settledat Poynton in eastCheshire. Thereis a
1352complaint! aboutthe remaval of goodsby JamesPlantandthirty othersfrom the erstwhile
deWarennehundredof Gallov andBrothercrossn north Norfolk; thesethirty-onehadtwenty-six
different surnamesseven of which subsequenthappeararoundMaccles eld manor? adjoining
the new de Warenneseatat Poynton: Plont; Halle; Kent; Knyght; Lovell; Nichol; andBataille or
Batiller.

Thereis alittle furtherevidencethatis consistentith anearlyde Warenneconnectionthough
thereis no evidenceof a geneticconnectiorbetweerthis nobility andthe Plants.The Plantblazon,
"AR. A LABEL IN BEND Az. IN CHIEF A ROSE GU.', canbeconsidere@longsidehedeWarenne
contt aswell asthe Lancastrianmedrose.The Plantblazonindicatesllegitimatecadetshipvith a
subsequertdllegianceto theredrose. Thede Warenneshemseleswerein illegitimatecadetshigo
royalty, andthey succumbedo the Lancastriansfterhaving feudedwith themc.1320.1t is possible
thatthe Plantsre ectedthatculturaltradition,thoughtheir blazondoesnotrevealtheir statuswithin
suchasetting.Thestatusof thedeWarenneshemseleswasmuchreducedafterthemid-fourteenth
century

B ThenameChild and a Welshin uence in early proximity to Plant

The meaning offspring’ seemdikely for the Plantsurnamejn view of its proximity of the name
Child anda Welshin uence.
B.1 Early recordsin EastAnglia

As alreadymentioned therewere Welshmenin Esse, wherethereis the rst evidencefor the
spellingPlaunte;also,in Esse&, thereis a Child in the 1377returnsandtwo namedChyld in the

841254 CloseRolls; 1258CloseRolls; 1258PatentRolls; 1268CloseRolls.

%Norwich CathedraCharters.

6Rotuli Hundrederum(London,1812-18).

’Rotuli Hundrederum(London,1812-18).

%8patentRolls.

®AncientDeedsbelongingto the Corporatiorof Bath: ¢.1280grantref. BC 151/4/14.

OpipeRolls, Cheshirén The RecordSocietyof LancashireandCheshire92 (London,1938),205.

711352Jan28; WestminsterPatentRolls.

2A .M. Tonkinson,Maccles eldin thelater 14th century (Manchester1999),pp. 71, 73-74,78,100,119,131,134,
138,185,253,258,261,and263-64.



1381returns.In the Norfolk Poll Tax returns for the erstwhilede Warennehundredof Gallonv and
Brothercrosstherewerein 1379 ThomasChild andHenricusatte Childerhous;and, morewidely

throughoutNorfolk, therearethreeotherswith the nameChild, one Chyld, one Childesand two

morecalledChilderhous.To the southin Suffolk, thereis Johanne§Valeys andJohanneg£hild for

Blackbournéhundredn 1377;and,morewidelyin Suffolk in 1381,thereis a Chyld,aChilderhous,
a Childerston’,two more spelledChildreston’,anda Pulrose'in keepingwith the metaphorfor

plantingchildren.

B.2 The Cheshire/Staffordshire Plant cluster

No Child hasbeerfoundin the(scarcePoll Taxreturnsfor Stafordshire;but, betweertafordshire
andWales,in the1381returnsfor ShropshireatDonningtontherearerecordsor aJohanne<Child
cult' 2s0d andaWlelmusChild s' 12d Thereis no surviving fourteenth-century?oll Tax return
for Cheshireput, in the 1660Poll Tax and1664HearthTax returnsfor Northwichhundred?, there
areseventy-two namesof Welshorigin’4, andninereferenceso Child(e)in theindex to accompan
the eightreferencedo Plant. Thereare several referenceso Welshmenin Maccles eld manorin
the laterfourteenthcentury(AppendixC) wherethereis the rst evidencefor the hereditaryPlant
surnamen its mainhomeland.

C Welshmenin Maccles eld manor in the later-fourteenth century

A.M. Tonkinsorf®> mentionsvariousWelshmenin Maccles eld manorin the laterfourteenthcen-
tury, oftenin connectiorwith affrays. Swordswerecarriedby atleasttwo outsiderfrom Wales.

David Goldbournalsoknown as’le Walshemon' senant of ThomasFitton, andhis concubine
weredescribecascommonbrealersof gardensn theborough.In March1375,hewasindictedfor
anassaulbn anotheMelshmarandthe nearamputatiorof Matthev Walshes handwith a baslard.

Two homicidesn Maccles eldboroughinvolved WelshmenEllis of Flintshirekilled David ap
Gronin 1371andArthur Wodehalekilled William Walshin 1380.

In 1371RobertColemanaWelshmardrew a knife on Thomassonof William Spycerat Wall-
gate.ln 1388Grif th theWelshmarraiseda stickto strike William Sleghin Rainav andwasstruck
with a stick by Reginald Cook. In Junel391two men,led by Reginald the Welshmanof Had-
don, lay in wait for RichardHubartat Marpole,woundedhim on his headwith a sword andthen
mutilatedall his limbs.

Northwich Hundred Poll Tax 1660and Hearth Tax 1664 editedby G.O.Lawton, RecordSocietyof Lancashireand
Cheshireyol 119, (Bath,1979).

"“D.G. Hey, Family Namesand Family History, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 113.

SA.M. TonkinsonMaccles eldin thelater 14thcentury (Manchester1999),pp.59, 152,159,160,169,170-1,and
209.
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