
ModernMethodsandaControversialSurname:Plant

JohnS.Plant,
KeeleUniversity, England,ST55BG.

June2005

Copyright: Nomina2005
Papercitation:JohnSPlant(2005)Nomina,28,pp.115-33.

In thepastfew years,DNA testinghasbegunto contribute to our understanding.It is currently
emergingmoreclearlywhichsurnamesaremulti-origin,originatingwith many differentforefathers,
andwhich descendfrom a singlemaleancestor. For example,in 2000,BryanSykespublisheda
pioneeringstudythathadDNA testedseveralvolunteerswith hisown surname.It hadbeenbelieved
to bea topographicalname:theword sykesis oftenusedin Yorkshireto describestreams,springs,
andboundaryditches.However, somearenow arguing1 thatSykeswouldbetterbealocativename,
from a singleplace;for it hassingle-ancestororigins. Someentriesin SurnameDictionariesneed
reconsidering.

As a casestudy, I shall describethe applicationof modern,multi-disciplinarymethodsto the
surnamePlant,whichhasbeenascribedadifferentmeaningeachtimeanauthorityhaswrittenabout
it. Therecentemergenceof adifferentview aboutthisname's originshaspromptedareassessment
of its meaning.

A notablework is A Dictionary of British Surnamesby P.H. Reaney2 who listedmany of the
earliestformsof by-names.He complainedthat theearlierwork of ErnestWeeklyrarelygave the
etymologiesof proposedmeanings;thoughnow, in his turn, Reaney is beingcriticized for early
by-namemeaningswhich maynot connectthroughto thehereditarysurnamesof themodernera.
More emphasisis now beingplacedon thegeographicaldistribution of eachdevelopingsurname3;
thismight identify a locality for its origins.

Whendiscussingthedistinctivesurnamesof Staffordshire,in 1998,David Hey4 presentedsome
namedistributiondata,whichindicatedthatPlantwasamulti-origin surname.An indicationof this
andsomeotherdatais shown in Figure1: for (a) pre-1700;and,for (b) 1842-46.Reachingback
earlier, thelargestclustercanbetracedbackto eastCheshireandnorthStaffordshirein latemedieval
times.TherewasalsoanearlyLincolnshirecluster(Figure1(a)),whichcanbedatedbackto 13445;
andthiswasjustacrosstheWashfrom medieval evidencefor thePlantnamein northNorfolk.

In thepastthreeyears,DNA evidencehasindicatedthatPlantis asingle-family name,despiteits
beingwidespreadandproli�c 6. FourteenadultmalePlants,whohavediversegenealogies(Table1),
haveagreedto beDNA testedandninehavematchedexactlyor nearly. Whenhalf or moreof those
with asinglesurnamematch,thenameis saidto be`modal' or `single-ancestor',thatis to saytheir
malelinesconvergebackto asinglemaleancestorin atimescaleof thepastseveralhundredyears.It
is not expectedthateveryonewith a single-ancestorsurnamewill match,exactlyor nearly, because
it canbeexpectedthattherewill have beenfalse-paternityevents,suchasin�delities or adoptions,

1C. Pomery, DNA andFamilyHistory, (Richmond,Surrey, 2004),p. 45.
2P.H. Reaney, A Dictionaryof British Surnames, (London,1958),alsothird edition(LondonandNew York, 1991).
3D.G.Hey, FamilyNamesandFamilyHistory, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 19.
4ThenineteenthEarl lecture,deliveredat KeeleUniversity, 6 November1997;publishedasD.G. Hey, Staffordshire

Studies,10 (1998),1-28(p. 14).
5PatentRolls1344May 2. Westminster. Licensefor thealienationin mortmainto theprior andconventof Bolyngton

[...] by Johnsonof Alan Plantof Burgh,of amessuagein thesametown [Burghby Wayn�eet].
6Thereareanestimatedtwelve thousandPlantsliving in EnglandandWales,wherePlantis the617thmostcommon

surname,andtherearea further� ve thousandin theUSA.
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(a) (b)

Figure1: Distribution of thePlantsurname:(a) in pre-1700IGI records;and,(b) in deathregistra-
tion recordsfor 1842-46.TheIGI datais takenfrom the1984versionof InternationalGenealogical
Index andthe deathsdatais taken from D.G. Hey, StaffordshireStudies,10 (1998),1-28 (p. 14).
Thecountyboundariesarethoseof 1881andthey aresubjectto copyright asdescribedin theAc-
knowledgements.

down the centuries. The DNA evidenceindicatesthat Plant hasrelatively few mismatchesand
so it can be taken to be a single-ancestorname– this hasimplicationsfor its origins and early
rami�cation.

Thoughthe situationbeforethe mid-fourteenthcenturyremainslesscertain,the Plantfamily
in its main homelandcannow be taken to track back,fairly straight-forwardly, broadlyarounda
single locality, to the later fourteenthcenturyin eastCheshire. In eastCheshire,HondePlonte
wasa residentof Lyme7, which adjoinedthe new de Warenneseatof Poynton; and,by 1383-84,
RanulphPlont8 waspayingrentfor aparcelof land,formerlybelongingto JohnWalshe,atRainow
in Maccles�eldmanorjust to thesouth. His sonJohnPlontsnrhadsonsWilliam PlontandJohn
Plontjnr – it mayhavebeenthelatterwhoappearsasJohnPlantjunior in a1445list of ninety-eight
Knights,GentlemenandFreeholdersin Maccles�eldhundred9. Evenby thelatefourteenthcentury,
thePlantnamehadspreadto thenorthernmosttip of Staffordshire10 to thesouth.

Earlier, thereis evidencefor Plantandsimilar namesthatdatesbackto the thirteenthcentury,
with severalconnectionsto diversedeWarennelands(AppendixA). It now seemslikely, thoughnot
proven, that this wasa widespreadthirteenth-centuryfamily which suppliedthegeneticmale-line
ancestorsof the modern,singlefamily of Plants. Thereis explicit evidencethat the Plontename
washereditaryby 1329: thereis referenceto `RobertPlonte,sonof WalterPlonte' in Bath11. The
Plantnamehadevidentlyarrivedat deWarennelandsnearBathin Somersetwith a RobertPlonte,
by c.1280,from deWarennelandsnearLewesin Sussex. This suggeststhat,from asearlyasthis,

7A.M. Tonkinson,Maccles�eld in the later 14th Century: Communitiesof Town and Forest, (Manchester, 1999),
pp.73-74;in Remains,HistoricalandLiteraryConnectedwith thePalatineCountiesof LancasterandChester, Vol XLII
- Third Series.

8PRO SC11/989.
9J.P.Earwaker, EastCheshire: PastandPresent;or A History of thehundredof Maccles�eldin theCountyPalatine

of Chester, (London,1877),Vol I, p. 17.
10W.K. Plant,Rootsand Branches: the Of�cial Journal of the Plant Family History Group, 2 (Chelford,Cheshire,

1991),p. 7. Also, E. Tooth,TheDistinctiveSurnamesof NorthStaffordshire, (Leek,Staffordshire,2002)Vol II, Occupa-
tions,Trades,PositionandRank,p. 182.

11AncientDeedsbelongingto theCorporationof Bath:1329grantref. BC 151/2/46.
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Distance Markers Location Earliestknown male-lineancestor
(a)
0 25 Livingston,USA JohnPlant,b c.1646England,d 1691Brandford,Ct, USA
0 25 Humberside BenjaminPlant,bap1782,of Hartshill,NE Derbyshire
0 12 Houma,LA, USA JamesPlant,b c.1839Ireland,movedto New York city
0 10 London William Plantof Market Harborough,Leicestershire,c.1720
0 10 Northants JosephPlant,b c.1794AshtonUnderLyne,Lancashire
1 38 Shef�eld William Plantof Shef�eld, b 1803
1 26 USA William Plantt,b c.1655,livedin VA
1 10 London William Plantof Market Harborough,Leicestershire,c.1720
2 26 Cheshire EdwardPlantof Siddington,Cheshire,c.1565

(b)
5 25 Norwich JosephPlant,sonb 1839Lich�eld, Staffs
9 25 Manchester MarthaPlantof Leek,Staffs, spinster, sonb 1852
10 25 Ohio,USA GeorgePlant,b 1819Stafford
10 10 London testeehas different surname,but ?JamesPlant b 1806 Cheadle,

Staffs.
12 25 Brough,Yorks late19thcenturyHull, Yorks

Table1: DNA resultsfor Plant:(a)matches;and,(b) mismatches.(Distancerepresentsthegenetic
distancefrom thePlantModalHaplotype,with atwo-stepmutationcountingastwo. Markers is the
numberof Y-STRmarkersmeasured.)

scatteredevidencefor thePlantnamemight representasingle,ramifyingfamily.
This outlinestheevidencefor thename's origins: for themodern,singlefamily of Plants,the

nameis single-ancestor. Aided by this andother�ndings, I shall review opinionsfor themeaning
of Plant.

Diverseopinionshave beenpublishedfor the Plantname's meaning. In his A Dictionary of
FamilyNamesof theUnitedKingdom, M.A. Lower12 wrotein 1860:

A family in humblecircumstancesat Ketteringbearthe ancientroyal namePlantagenet,
thoughnow it is commonlycorruptedto Plant.

Of course,thecontroversydid not stopthere. SuchclaimsasLower's werecriticized in 1873by
Revd C.W. Bardsley13 whoregrettedthat`Englishsurnameshave beenmadethesubjectof endless
guessings'.In 1916,ErnestWeekly14 suggestedthemeaning̀ from theplantation'(topographical)
for dela Plaunt;andheopinedthatPlantwasanicknamewith varioussenses:̀sprig'; or, `cudgel';
or, `youngoffspring'. In 1958,P.H. Reaney setasidetheseconjecturesandproposedthedifferent
meaning̀ gardener';and,this opinionhasbeencarriedthroughto thethird edition,in 1991,of his
Dictionary15. In 1988,Patrick HanksandFlavia Hodges16 adheredto Reaney's opinionthatPlant
is a `metonymic occupationalnamefor agardener'addingthatit was`perhapsalsoanicknamefor
a tenderor delicateindividual'.

Someprovisosneedto be addedto Lower's Plantagenetclaim. Eventually, Y-DNA evidence
from theskeletalremainsof thePlantagenetsmightdisprove amale-linerelationshipbetweenthem
andthePlants;in themeantime,anoteof cautionis needed.Theearlyevidencefor thePlantagenet
nameis lesscomprehensive thanmany peopleimagine.Geoffrey, countof Anjou, is recordedwith
the name17 PlanteGenestby Wace(1135-74)18 or Plantegenestby Jeande Marmoutier(c.1170-

12M.A. Lower, A Dictionaryof FamilyNamesof theUnitedKingdom, (LondonandLewes,1860).
13Revd C.W. Bardsley, EnglishSurnames:TheirSourcesandSigni�cations(London,1873)citedby D.G.Hey, Family

NamesandFamilyHistory, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 12.
14E. WeeklySurnames, (1916),p. 185.
15P.H. Reaney (1991)A Dictionaryof EnglishSurnames, third editionwith correctionsandadditionsby R.M. Wilson

(LondonandNew York, 1991).
16P. HanksandF. Hodges,A Dictionaryof Surnames, (OxfordandNew York, 1988).
17TheCompletePeerageor a Historyof theHouseof Lordsandall its members fromtheEarliestTimes, vol XI, edited

by G.H.White,(London,1949),Appendices,AppendixG, pps.140-41,note(e).
18Wace,RomandeRou, editedby Andresen,vol ii, p 437,ll. 103000-02and10305.
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75)19. Thereis alsoreferenceto anunknown Galfrido Plauntegenetin theCloseRolls (1266). It
is not until 1448,however, that the royal Houseof York wereusingPlantagenetasa hereditary
surname20.

Thereis insuf�cient evidenceto sustainfully Lower's contentionthat Plantis a corruptionof
Plantagenet.I shall returnto a weaker versionof this claim, but only asan illustrationof a wider
theme:therecouldhave beena contribution to thePlantname's meaningfrom a sensethatcanbe
ascribedto PlanteGenest.

Moving on to morerecentopinions,I shall argue, in particular, that the `offspring' meaning
of Plantshouldnot be ignored. P.H. Reaney ignoredthis suggestionof Weekly's, even thoughhe
recognisedsimilarmeaningfor othersurnames,suchasChild. Weeklyopinedthat`youngoffspring'
wasa nickname. However, the `offspring' meaningcan insteadbe assignedto the `surnameof
relationship'category, ashasbeenadoptedfor suchnamesasChild, Vaughan,andYounger21. The
OxfordEnglishDictionary(OED)liststhearchaicmeaning̀youngperson'for thewordplant22, and
thiscanbeexplainedasarisingfromametaphoricalgroundingof `offspring' ontheOld Englishand
AncientFrenchmeaning̀ offshoot' of plante: this groundingis aninstanceof thetimeless̀ People
arePlants'metaphor23, involving theGreatChainof Being. `Youngperson',or `offspring', is the
only OEDde�nition that�ts thePlantnamedirectly.

It is strangethatReaney omittedthisopinion,`offspring', for hecriticizedC.L'EstrangeEwen24

with `Worstof all, herejectssoundetymologieswhich do not �t his preconceived theories'.Why
did Reaney lay himselfopento his own criticism?Thoughnow over-turnedby theDNA evidence,
thereareat leasttwo possibleexplanations.First, Reaney mayhave believed thatanoccupational
meaning̀ gardener'for Plant,ratherthan`offspring', wasmorein keepingwith awidespreadmulti-
origin name. However, Plant is not multi-origin as had beenthought,so this reasoningcan be
setaside. Alternatively, he may have beenmindful of counteringLower's claim. He introduced
an argumentwhich selectedPlantebeneandPlanteroseinsteadof Plantagenet;and,in his zealto
dismissLower'sclaim,washeover-reactingbydismissing̀ offspring' also,sinceit mightbeusedto
bolsteranexaggeratedPlantagenetclaim? If so,this reactionis now inappropriate,sincetheDNA
evidenceindicatesthat the Plantsare de facto offspring of a singleancestor;any PlanteGenest
claim now hingeson theprospectsfor obtainingadequateY-DNA from Plantagenetremains.The
DNA evidencethatPlantis a single-family namestrengthensthecasefor `offspring' ascompared
to `gardener'.

As Reaney's `gardener'opinion is now beingchallenged,it is appropriateto raisea further
question.Wasit politenessthatcausedReaney to omit thethirteenth-centuryby-namePlantefolie25

while usingPlantebeneandPlanteroseaskey planksin his arguing for a `gardener'meaningfor
Plant? Omitting Plantefolieaffects the deliberations.A literal meaningof the thirteenthcentury
Englishby-namePlantefolieis `wickednessshoot',whichmighteitherbeametonym (synecdoche)
for a `malegeneratorof bastards'or, with theoffshootsense,it mightmeanmetaphoricallya `bas-
tard child'. We cancomparethe metonymic sense,to wit a `malegeneratorof offspring', with
othernamessuchasToplady, Tiplady, Toplass,Topliss,Shakelady, Fullielove, Paramore,Sweet-
love, Spendlove, Lemon(`lover',`sweetheart'),Blandamer(from Pleyn d'amour, cf. Fullielove),
andperhapsalsofor examplePullrose,Breakspear, andWhitehorn,not to mentionmany obscene
by-names26.

19J.deMarmoutier, Prefaceto GenstConsulumAndegavorum(ChroniquesdesComtesd'Anjou), p 170.
20TheCompletePeerage of England,Scotland,Ireland,Great Britain, and the UnitedKingdom;Extant,Extinct,or

Dormant, vol I, editedby V. Gibbs,(London,1910),p. 183,note(c).
21R.A. McKinley, A Historyof British Surnames, (LondonandNew York, 1990),pp.170-75.
22OED,plant, ��� , sensesI.1.aandc.
23G.Lakoff andM. Turner, BeyondCoolReason:a �eld guideto poeticmetaphor, (ChicagoandLondon,1989),pp.6,

and12-14.
24C.H.L'EstrangeEwen,AHistoryofSurnamesof theBritish Isles(1931)andGuideto theOriginsofBritishSurnames

(1938),citedby D.G.Hey, FamilyNamesandFamilyHistory, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 13.
251209PlantefolieGilbert,Leic', CuriaRegis;1226PlantefolieJohn,Somerset,CuriaRegis;1263PlantefolieMaud,

Weston',CloseRolls; 1270PlantefolieAdam,WelleFanerwal' (co.York), CloseRolls.
26R.A. McKinley, A Historyof British surnames, (LondonandNew York, 1990),pp.158-59.
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Thoughthe early namesPlantebene,Planteroseand le Planteurhave beenusedto proposea
gardenermeaningfor Plant,they mayalso,like Plantefolie,be taken to benamesof philandering
or beconvertedto an`offshoot' sense.ThethirteenthcenturyEnglishnamePlantefolieshouldbe
consideredat leastequallywith Plantebene(rare)andPlanterose(mainlyFrench27). We thenhave,
morethangardening:

Plantefolie: `wickednessshoot'or `planterof wickedness'or `bastardoffspring';

Plantebene: `hallowedshoot'or `planterof seed'or `pleasantoffspring'; and,

Planterose: `risenshoot'or cf. Pullroseor `grown or courtlychild'.

A `generatorof offspring' sensemay have beensalient for le Planteur28, thoughsenseas `the
founder'29 canbesubstitutedfor `thebegetter'.

As well as Plantefolie,Plantebene,and Planterose,it seemsrelevant to considera possible
culturalin�uence from thenamePlanteGenest.Thoughevidenceis lackingfor theearlyuseof the
Plantagenetnamein the royal line, which descendedthoughPlanteGenest's son,Henry II, early
Plant-like namescan be associatedwith a cadetline, which descendedthroughGeoffrey Plante
Genest's illegitimateson,Hamelin. It wasHamelinwho fatheredthesubsequentdeWarenneline;
and,sincethe Plantnameis found in proximity to that line (AppendixA), therecouldhave been
somecultural in�uence from thePlanteGenestnickname.PlanteGenesthadbeenthe founderof
the Angevin Empire,which includedEnglandby marriage. The sprig of broommeaningof his
nicknameis an instanceof a hairy shoot: earlier, the ninth-centuryfounderof a new Duchy of
AquitainehadbeenBernardPlantevelue(or PlantaPilus), which means̀ hairy shoot'. Given the
`Creationis Birth' metaphor30, thePlanteGenestemblemis aptfor a generatorof a realm31: there
wasa senseof the Lord's plantedcreationfor this name. The Pearlpoetof the later-fourteenth-
centurydeWarenneandPlanthomelandwroteof God's creationwith: `thatwyz thatal theworlde
planted'32.

A themecanbeassociatedwith Plant-like names:the role of manandGod in generationand
creation.For a surname,thegenerationof childrenis pertinent.Thethirteenthcenturyscholastics
taughtthataman's offspringwasonly vegetableandanimaluntil it receivedanintellective compo-
nentof soulfrom God33. Thereis particularreferencein Middle andearlyEnglishtextsto receiving
theLord's plantedvertue34 to grow straight35; and,for this,onepetitionedtheLord.

This themeis apparentin somevariantspellings:therewasa senseof generationfor thename
Plente;and, for Plaint, therewasa senseof an appealto the Lord. The spelling,Plente,occurs
asearlyas121936, with William Plentein Kent,andRadulphusPlentehaving responsibilitiesfor
reparationsto theroyal palaceandfor theburbhoteof Oxford. As well asbeingrecognisedin the

27ThenamePlanterose,whichis foundmostlyin France,maybeassociatedwith theearlythirteenthcenturypoemthe
Romandela Rosewhoserosehasbeenillustratedobscenelyaswell aswith courtlyconnotations.S.Huot,TheRomance
of theRoseandits medieval readers: interpretation,reception,manuscripttransmission(Cambridge,1993),p. 292.

28Namesbasedonarableoccupationswererare,seeminglybecausesuchtradesweretoocommonto serveasameans
of distinguishingonenamefrom another. R.A. McKinley, A Historyof British Surnames, (LondonandNew York,1990),
p. 133.

29OED,plant,v, sense3.a.
30G. Lakoff andM. Johnson,Metaphors welive by, (ChicagoandLondon,1980),pp.74-75.
31I wyl speke of the people& realme/that I mayedi�e it/ and that I mayplant it. Erasmus,d 1536,De immensa

dei misericordia: A sermonof excedynge great mercy of god, madeby ye mostefamousdoctour maisterEras. Rot.
Translatedout of Latine into Englisshe, at the requestof the mostehonorable and vertuouslady, the lady Margaret
counteseof Salisbury, (London,1526),(BodleianLibrary, STC2nd.ed.,10474.5).

32Patience, line 111.Text in, for example,Thepoemsof thePearl manuscript:Pearl,Cleanness,Patience, Sir Gawain
and theGreenKnight, editedby M. Andrew andR. Waldron,(London,1978),p. 190, in York Medieval Texts, second
series.

33J.J.McEvoy, ThePhilosophyof RobertGrosseteste; (Oxford,1982),p. 314.
34MED, plaunten,v, sense2(c).
35[...] plant in childrenconuenableandgoodaduertisementesandpreceptes,wherbytheyonnge spryngof vertuous

maners shall grow streyghte. Extractfrom Theeducationor bringinge vp of chidren,translatedouteof Plutarcheby syr
ThomasEliot knyght1490?-1546, (London,1532),(British Library, STC2nded.,20057).

363 HenryIII PipeRolls.
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Middle EnglishDictionary(MED) asa variantspellingof plante, plentehasmeaningsgenerosity,
abundant,or fertility. Puttingthesetogetherwith thethreepowersof man's vegetablesoul37, gives
nutritive generosity, abundantgrowth, andfertile generation.Anotherspellingis Plaint. As well
asa lamentto God, a plaint canmeana petition. In the 1394Calendarof Inquisitions,thereis
referenceto JohnPlaint,aged60 yearsor more,astheprincipalwitnessat Lincoln to theproof of
ageof asonof Johnof Gaunt's mistressCatherineSwynfordformerlyRoet.

For PlantefolieandPlantebene,thereis adichotomybetweenplantingwickedlove or hallowed
seed,with two kindsof love: carnal;and,divine. Love for theLord waslike the`planteof pees',
accordingto William Langland,andthiscouldhave varioussensesalongsidethoseof the`planting
of seeds'or the`youngvineof peas'.In somemanuscriptsof Langland'stext, thespellingisplente38

suggestingthe`plentyof peace';or planetesuggestingthe`planetof peace'(Mercury)which can
representJesus39, asdoesthe vine40; or playnt41 suggestingthe `ascensionof prayerthroughthe
vine'. Langland's texts placelove besidesthefecundityof peas;or Jesusastheprophesiedprince
of peace42; or acourtlyequivalent43, ascionof peace:

Loue is the louestthing that oureLord askith,andek the planteof pes[Langland,A-text44,
c.1362]

For truthetelleththatloueis triacleof heuen:[...] And ek theplanteof pees,mostpreciousof
vertues[Langland,B-text45]

Love is plonteof pees,mostpreciousof vertues[Langland,C-text46]

The following examplesserve to illustrate that the word plant wasassociatedwith a human
plantingof gentlenessor anoffshootof vice47:

If gentillnesswereplantednaturellyVnto acerteyn lynagedounthelyne[...] They mightdono
villeyneor vice [Chaucer48, c.1395]

if thai wereblyndedwith �re of fraward lufe, the whilk wastieburionyng of vertue,& nor-
ryschestheplantesof all vyce[Misyn49, c.1434].

Thegrowth of suchplantingswasassociatedwith humanoffspring:

vertuousdoctryneIn hersodyd watera pureperfyteplante,Whichdayly encreasedby suffer-

37C. McKeon, A Studyof the SummaPhilosophaeof the Pseudo-Grosseteste, (New York, 1948), p. 151; also,
J.J.McEvoy, ThePhilosophyof RobertGrosseteste, (Oxford,1982),pp.291-5,and314.

38In variousmanuscripts,aslistedby G. Kane,Piers Plowman, I, theA version, (London,1960),p. 199;suchasthe
Trinity CollegeDublin ManuscriptD.4.12.

39This is discussedin G. Kane,PiersPlowman, I, theA version, (London,1960),p. 155.
40OED,vine,n, sense2.a.
41ManuscriptEnglishPoetrya.1BodleianLibrary (S.C.3938-42)the`VernonManuscript';aslistedby G. Kane,Piers

Plowman, I, theA version, (London,1960),p. 199.
42Isiah9:6.
43R.W. Southern,RobertGrosseteste;Thegrowthof an Englishmind in medieval Europe, SecondEdition (Oxford,

1992),pp.225-26.
44W. Langland,Piers Plowman, in A-text version,PassusI, ll. 136-37,aslistedby G. Kane,Piers Plowman, I, theA

version, (London,1960),p. 199.
45W. Langland,B-text, PassusI, ll. 148,152,in G.KaneandE.T. Donaldson,PiersPlowman, II, theBversion, (London,

1975),p 250.
46In theC-text versionof PiersPlowman, PassusII, l. 149;in theHuntingdonmanuscriptHM 143,aslistedby E.Salter

andD. Pearsall,PiersPlowman, (London,1967),p. 73.
47In theLincoln CarmelliteRichardMisyn's 1434translationof RichardRolle's Fire of Love (c.1320),hedescribes

carnallovewith noryschestheplantesof all vyce.
48G. Chaucer, TheWife of Bath's PrologueandTale, Manly-Rickert 3, 234-67,270-83,1134.
49R. Misyn, TheFire of Love, editedby Rev. R. Harvey, in Early EnglishText SocietyOriginalSeries,106,(London,

1896),p. 5, ll. 2-3.
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auncedevyne,Merveylouslygrowyngein herfressheandvarnaunt[HenryBradshaw, d 151350]

GreteGod ws grauntthat we have long desirit, A plaunt to springof thi successioun[Dun-
bar51, 1500-20]

hisGrandchild[of Sir JohnSavage],thenayoungPlantandnewly sentto theInnesof Court,to
betrainedup answerablyto his Birth andDignity [...] ThathopefulPlant,that is theapparent
Heir of all his glory andthis greatDiscent[Mr William Webb's 1621accountof theHundred
of Maccles�eld52]

With thephrasè Heir of all his glory andthis greatDiscent', the lastof thesetexts seemingly
refersto the inheritanceof soul implantationsfrom both God and man. This text, for the main
Plant homeland,is in keepingwith the plurality of an interpretationof the earlier EastAnglian
namesPlauntes(1275)anddePlantes(1282)(AppendixA). Giventhecontext of thirteenthcentury
scholasticism,dePlantescanbe interpretedas`from Godandman's plantings'. Thougha tender
youngplantmight beassociatedwith frailty, a plantingof theLord's vertuebroughtstrengthto a
youngoffspringof man.

Thereis alsothenamedela Plaunt.Thisnameseemsrelevantin asmuchasit appearsamongst
someRouenmerchantsin 1273: oneis calledPlaunt53 andtwo arecalledde la Plaunt54. Though
Weekly'ssuggestedsenseis `from theplantation',analternativeetymologycanbeoutlinedfor dela
Plaunt.Generationliesneartheprototypicalheart55 of theearlywordplante: theLatin meaningof
plantais a`shootfor propagation',andthereis referencein earlyEnglishbooksto anoffshootbeing
like a child56 andto theplantingof childrenin marriage57. In thirteenth-centuryscholasticism,the
generative wasjoined,in thesoul,with thedirectcreation58 by Godof theintellective. Generation,
with God's husbandry, seemscentralto the meaningof Plant-like names. Suchsenseas `from
God's vine' is possiblefor de la Plaunt,asthe Bible representsmenasplantsin God's vineyard
(Isiah5:7),or asthebranchesof Jesusasthevine (John15:1-5).In medieval times,therewasalso
a groundingon man's vegetablesoul with its powersof nutrition, augmentation,andgeneration:
contemporarydepictionsof so-calledGreenMan heads59 show a plant or vines or tree foliage
issuingforth from theori�ces of aman'shead,andthiscanbeconsideredto representhisvegetable
soul,carryingaugmentative andgenerative powers,within him andbeyond. Takingthefamily tree
or vine metaphor, or takingmetonymy implying a manwith a vegetablesoulor a generative shoot,
thesensebecomes̀from the(tree60 or vine) shoot' for de la Plaunt(rare)which is essentiallythe
samemeaning,̀ offshoot/offspring', asseemslikely for Plant.

Thoughsimilarmeaningis foundin archaicEnglish,it is particularlyin Walesthatplantliterally

50H. Bradshaw, Book I, WhenPhebushadronnehiscours in sagittari, ll. 603-06,from TheLife of SaintWerburgeof
Chester, in EarlyEnglishText Society, originalseries88,(London,1887),p. 29.

51Dunbar, Poems,(ScottishText Society, 1893),lxxxvii, 30.
52This text appearsmorefully in J.P. Earwaker, EastCheshire: Past and Present, (London,1877),Vol I, pp. 9-14,

esp.p. 10.
53Geoffrey Plaunt.PatentRolls,June2, 1273,Westminster.
54Johndela PlauntandRicharddela Plaunt.PatentRolls,May 30,1273,StPaul's London.
55D.A. Cruse,Meaningin Language: an introductionto SemanticsandPragmatics, (Oxford,2000),pp.135-36.
56naturehathprouidedthat in our chyldern[...] wemayberenewed[...] nature [...] makethonethynge to yssueoutof

an other(lykeasa yongplantewhicheis cutof, fromyetreespringethfreshlyvp. Extractfrom Erasmus,d 1536,A right
frutefull epystle, deuysedby themosteexcellentclerkeErasmns[sic], in laudeandprayseof matrymony, translatedin to
Englyshe, byRychard Tauernour, (British Library, STC2nded.,10492).

57hauerespectto the condicionsof thy spouse, out of whomthou desyrest to plant chydren. Extract from Henrich
Bullinger, 1504-75,The golde[n] boke of christen matrimonyemoostnecessary[and] pro�table for all the[m], that
entendto liue quietly and godlyein the Christenstateof holy wedlock newly set forthe in Englishby TheodorBasil,
(London,1543),(BodleianLibrary, STC2nded.,4047).

58J.J.McEvoy, ThePhilosophyof RobertGrosseteste, (Oxford,1982),p. 314.
59M. Harding,A little bookof the Greenman, (London,1998),p. 14. Also, J. Harte,TheGreenMan, (Andover,

Hampshire,2001),p. 3.
60A Middle Englishmeaningof plant is a `youngplant,or youngvine,or youngtree'. MED.
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means̀children'andplantameans̀tobegetchildren'61. WemightconsiderthatthehereditaryPlant
surnameoriginatedindependentlyin its principal homeland,nearthe Welshborders. However,
thereis alsothe considerationthat the surnamemay have arrived in its main homelandwith the
deWarennesin themid-fourteenthcenturyfrom a widespreadby-nameor surnameformationfor
thissinglePlantfamily, in placesasfarawayasNorfolk from Wales(AppendixA). Thepossibility
of a Welsh`children' reinforcementto the `offshoot' meaningof Plantecanthenbe guidedby a
reported�nding thatdistancefrom Walesis not thesolefactorin explainingthechoicesmadeby
Welshmigrantsinto England62. Evenin thefourteenthcenturyPoll Taxreturnsfor farawayEssex,
wherethespellingPlauntewas�rst recordedin 126263, thereareseveralnamesderivedfrom Wales:
� ve Walleys, two Walshs,oneWelsche,oneWalschman,oneWales,two Gryf�ns, andoneEwen,
aswell asseveralpeoplewhosenamehadbeenderived from Gough.To this, it canbeaddedthat
the nameWilliam Plente(1272-84)coexistedwith William Plauntes(1275)in Norfolk, thoughit
is not clearhow directly thePlantsurnamerelatedbackto the1219spellingPlenteandto a Welsh
in�uence from the 1225marriageof William de Warenneto MaudMarshallof Pembroke. If we
considera Welsh in�uence, aswell asan in�uence from the spellingPlente,it would seemthat
a `fertile' senseto plenteanda `children' senseto plant could have emboldeneda metaphorical
mappingof the`offshoot' sensefor plante, up theGreatChainof Being,to give `offspring' for the
surname.

The probability that `offspring' wasthe mostsalientmeaningof the Plantnameis increased,
it would seem,by the fact that my searchesreveal that, aswell asa Welsh in�uence, the Child
by-nameor surnameoccursin proximity to earlyevidencefor thePlantname(AppendicesB and
C). Giventhattherewerethosewhounderstoodthatplant translatedto `children' andthesurname
Child existedlocally, it seemsreasonableto supposethatthemeaningof Plantwas`offshoot' (asin
Old EnglishandFrench)implying `offspring' (asin Welsh).This doesnot revealwhoseoffspring.
Theplantedvertuesof theLord hadnurturedaspreadingvineof `offspring' from a`sprig' of man's
generation.Thefoundingfatherof thePlantoffspringapparentlylivedearlyandhis identity is not
known: the namewasramifying in the thirteenthcentury, aroundde Warennelands,andPlantis
known to have beenhereditaryby the fourteenthcentury. Sincethen,the surnamehasremained
widespread,with adevelopingdistribution;but, theDNA resultsshow thatevenawidespreadname
canbelongto asinglefamily. Themeaning̀ offspring' is aptfor theoffspringof thissingle-family.
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61EditorG.A. Bevan(1995)GeiriadurPrifysgolCymru:A Dictionaryof theWelshLanguage.
62The(incomplete)poll-taxreturns(1377-81)indicatethatHerefordandShropshireofferedgoodopportunitiesfor set-

tlersarriving from mid-Wales,but the(full) taxreturnsof 1381for Gloucestershirenotefar fewerWelshmenandwomen.
It is surprisingto �nd thatLeicestershire(in 1379)apparentlycontainedfarmoreWelshsettlersthandid Gloucestershire
or Lancashire.D.G.Hey, FamilyNamesandFamilyHistory, (LondonandNew York, 2000),pp.57-58.

63Pleasof theForest(PRO).
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APPENDICES

A Early evidencefor Plant in associationwith deWarennelands

In 1164,Geoffrey PlanteGenest's illegitimateson,Hamelin,marriedIsabeldeWarenneandthereby
acquiredthetitle of theearldomof Surrey. Their sonandheir, William deWarenne,marriedMaud
(Matilda) Marshallof Pembroke in 1225who wasthe widow of Hugh le Bigod, earl of Norfolk,
whosesonandheir hada butler andserjentwho is calledRogerPlanteng'or Plantynor Plantin
in Norfolk records(1254-68)64. Early spellingsof the Plant nameoccur nearby: Plente(1272-
84)65 and Plauntes(1275)66 in Norfolk; Plantein Cambridgeshire(1279)67; and, de Plantesin
Huntingdonshire(1282)68.

ThePlantnameis foundneardeWarennelandsin Sussex, Somerset,northWales,northNorfolk,
andeastCheshire.In c.1280,`RobertPlonteof Saltforde,oncebailif of Marsfelde' is mentioned
in recordsfor Bath69: Mares�eld adjoinsthedeWarennehonourof Lewesin Sussex, andSaltford
adjoinsthedeWarennemanorof Charltonin Somerset.In thelate-thirteenth-century WelshWars,
William's sonandheir, Johnde Warenne,wasassignedresponsibilityfor the commissariat;and,
in 1301,RichardPlantwasgranteda licenseto dig coalat Eweloe70, nearthedeWarennelandof
Brom�eld andYalenearChester. The lastdeWarenneearldied in 1347without legitimateheirs,
andhis illegitimateson,Sir Edward de Warren,settledat Poynton in eastCheshire. Thereis a
1352complaint71 aboutthe removal of goodsby JamesPlantandthirty othersfrom theerstwhile
deWarennehundredof Gallow andBrothercrossin northNorfolk; thesethirty-onehadtwenty-six
different surnames,seven of which subsequentlyappeararoundMaccles�eld manor72 adjoining
thenew deWarenneseatat Poynton: Plont; Halle; Kent; Knyght; Lovell; Nichol; andBatailleor
Batiller.

Thereis a little furtherevidencethatis consistentwith anearlydeWarenneconnection,though
thereis noevidenceof ageneticconnectionbetweenthisnobility andthePlants.ThePlantblazon,
`AR. A LABEL IN BEND AZ. IN CHIEF A ROSE GU.' , canbeconsideredalongsidethedeWarenne
context aswell astheLancastrianredrose.ThePlantblazonindicatesillegitimatecadetshipwith a
subsequentallegianceto theredrose.ThedeWarennesthemselveswerein illegitimatecadetshipto
royalty, andthey succumbedto theLancastriansafterhaving feudedwith themc.1320.It is possible
thatthePlantsre�ectedthatculturaltradition,thoughtheirblazondoesnotrevealtheirstatuswithin
suchasetting.Thestatusof thedeWarennesthemselveswasmuchreducedafterthemid-fourteenth
century.

B The nameChild and a Welshin�uence in early proximity to Plant

Themeaning̀ offspring' seemslikely for thePlantsurname,in view of its proximity of thename
Child andaWelshin�uence.

B.1 Early recordsin EastAnglia

As alreadymentioned,therewere Welshmenin Essex, wherethereis the �rst evidencefor the
spellingPlaunte;also,in Essex, thereis a Child in the 1377returnsandtwo namedChyld in the

641254CloseRolls;1258CloseRolls;1258PatentRolls; 1268CloseRolls.
65NorwichCathedralCharters.
66Rotuli Hundrederum,(London,1812-18).
67Rotuli Hundrederum,(London,1812-18).
68PatentRolls.
69AncientDeedsbelongingto theCorporationof Bath:c.1280grantref. BC 151/4/14.
70PipeRolls,Cheshirein TheRecordSocietyof LancashireandCheshire,92 (London,1938),205.
711352Jan28;Westminster;PatentRolls.
72A.M.Tonkinson,Maccles�eldin the later 14thcentury, (Manchester, 1999),pp. 71, 73-74,78, 100,119,131,134,

138,185,253,258,261,and263-64.
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1381returns.In theNorfolk Poll Tax returns,for theerstwhiledeWarennehundredof Gallow and
Brothercross,therewerein 1379ThomasChild andHenricusatteChilderhous;and,morewidely
throughoutNorfolk, therearethreeotherswith the nameChild, oneChyld, oneChildesandtwo
morecalledChilderhous.To thesouthin Suffolk, thereis JohannesWaleys andJohannesChild for
Blackbournehundredin 1377;and,morewidely in Suffolk in 1381,thereis aChyld,aChilderhous,
a Childerston', two morespelledChildreston',anda Pulrose' in keepingwith the metaphorfor
plantingchildren.

B.2 The Cheshire/Staffordshire Plant cluster

NoChildhasbeenfoundin the(scarce)PollTaxreturnsfor Staffordshire;but,betweenStaffordshire
andWales,in the1381returnsfor Shropshire,atDonnington,therearerecordsfor aJohannesChild
cult' 2s0d anda WilelmusChild s' 12d. Thereis no surviving fourteenth-centuryPoll Tax return
for Cheshire;but, in the1660Poll Taxand1664HearthTaxreturnsfor Northwichhundred73, there
areseventy-two namesof Welshorigin74, andninereferencesto Child(e)in theindex to accompany
theeight referencesto Plant. Thereareseveral referencesto Welshmenin Maccles�eld manorin
the later-fourteenthcentury(AppendixC) wherethereis the�rst evidencefor thehereditaryPlant
surnamein its mainhomeland.

C Welshmenin Maccles�eld manor in the later-fourteenth century

A.M. Tonkinson75 mentionsvariousWelshmenin Maccles�eldmanorin the later-fourteenthcen-
tury, oftenin connectionwith affrays.Swordswerecarriedby at leasttwo outsidersfrom Wales.

David Goldbournalsoknown as`le Walshemon',servantof ThomasFitton,andhis concubine
weredescribedascommonbreakersof gardensin theborough.In March1375,hewasindictedfor
anassaultonanotherWelshmanandthenearamputationof Matthew Walshe's handwith abaslard.

Two homicidesin Maccles�eldboroughinvolvedWelshmen.Ellis of Flintshirekilled David ap
Gronin 1371andArthur Wodehalekilled William Walshin 1380.

In 1371RobertColeman,a Welshmandrew a knife onThomassonof William Spycerat Wall-
gate.In 1388Grif�th theWelshmanraisedastickto strikeWilliam Slegh in Rainow andwasstruck
with a stick by Reginald Cook. In June1391two men, led by Reginald the Welshmanof Had-
don, lay in wait for RichardHubartat Marpole,woundedhim on his headwith a sword andthen
mutilatedall his limbs.

73Northwich HundredPoll Tax1660andHearthTax 1664, editedby G.O.Lawton,RecordSocietyof Lancashireand
Cheshire,vol 119,(Bath,1979).

74D.G.Hey, FamilyNamesandFamilyHistory, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 113.
75A.M. Tonkinson,Maccles�eldin thelater 14thcentury, (Manchester, 1999),pp.59,152,159,160,169,170-1,and

209.
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